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     I write this column as I am hunkered down with my
first nor’easter. While it is dangerous, it feels like my
first snow day when I was a kid. I have been in
hurricanes, tornados, fires, now I feel I am completely a
New Yorker by this experience here. I cannot tell you
how much I have appreciated your welcome and care
during these past two months.
     FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT: I am grateful that folks
came forward to lend their talents and gifts to the
Finance Council. We had another spirited Monday night
meeting here at SJB whereby we looked at what our
Finance Council does and the needs of the parish. Our
weekly offertory giving must increase to keep up with
the costs that, like you, our parish is facing.

Our Facilities Director, Francisco Francisco gave a report of all the work that was completed
this summer by our dedicated maintenance staff and a few contractors to upgrade the
school with mandatory needs named by the City of New York. Lighting, painting, a tech lab.
refurbishing the floor of the auditorium were the highlights of the completed projects with a
few generous grants donated to the high school. All told, the expenses for the improvements,
mandated by the city, were just under $1.2 million dollars. Yes, the lighting is beautiful now
throughout the school!
The Finance Council also reviewed possible staff needs and possibilities as we look toward a
capital campaign for the church, rectory/parish offices, and the high school. We need a new
elevator, a new roof for the high school, and other projects that will total near $4 million in our
current bids. However, we will also need to review other elements that are needed. Our team is
reviewing. We thank you for your stewardship to make these projects a reality and come true.
Our next meeting is Monday, October 12, 6:30 pm in the Eymard Room.
HOLY HOURS: We are grateful to the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament, formerly called
Associates by we Americans, but “Aggregation” by the founder, Saint Peter Julian Eymard, to
lead us in Holy Hours once a month. Please join us as we have two planned (with a homily and
catechetical readings from Pope Leo at the next one):



2

 

Liturgy Commission Meeting: Monday,
October 19, 6:30 pm. Consider supporting an
Art & Environment Committee to help with
the planning and execution of the liturgical
furnishings. All are welcome to join our next
meeting.
HELPING THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
COMMUNITY: Our Blessed Sacrament
Congregation (SSS) Mission Advancement
Director, Scott Gongos, will be flying in from
our headquarters in suburban Cleveland to
ask for your assistance with the Saint Ann
Society, a group who will assist us in
planning for the financial future of the SSS
and our annual novena. We want you to
know of stewardship opportunities to share
your time, talent and treasure: we need
leaders to be part of this committee. Scott
will make a special announcement at the
weekend Masses, October 17 – 18.
Interested? Please see him that weekend or
let one of the priests have your business
card. Help us plan our financial future and
that of the other SSS across the globe.
SAINT EYMARD PLACES IN FRANCE: Our tour
guide for the Eymard – France Pilgrimages
every few years requests we have a “round-
about number” of at least 25 to make it
worth her while to put finalize a tour.
Estimated costs are for $5,000 to see the
Saint Eymard sites around France for 12
days. Let me Provincial Superior, Father John
Thomas Lane, SSS (jtlanesss@gmail.com)
know of your interest for next year.
CHECK OUT THE WEBSTE – SUBSCRIBE TO
OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: We are adding new
features
SHARING THE CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE
WORD: I also would like to encourage a
“Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for one of the
Masses. I am often asked, “Do you have a
children’s Mass on Sundays?” For those
unfamiliar, an adult leader/family leaders a
separate, nearby celebration of the Liturgy
of the Word with the children being
dismissed after the opening prayer or the
“Collect” of the Mass. The readings are
proclaimed from a special Children’s
Lectionary. They are explained by the
catechesis with a helper-guide and there is
an activity that the children, ages 3 on up,
can participate in. The children return for the
Liturgy of the Eucharist. Let me know if you
are interested in assisting with this ministry
on Sunday’s during the Mass.

Have a blessed weekend, and let us continue to
pray for each other!

In Christ our Eucharist, 

Very Reverend John Thomas Lane, SSS
Pastor & Provincial

TUESDAY, October 6, 7:00 pm based on the text of
the apostolic exhortation Dilexi Te. (In church with
Benediction after our prayer in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament with exposition. All our
holy hours will be with this setting.)
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 7:00 pm for the
Commemoration of the All the Faithful Departed
(formally called “All Souls.”)

OTHER EVENTS:
PET BLESSING – TODAY SUNDAY 2:00 – 3:00 PM
at the front doors of the church.
THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY: We enjoy a public
recitation of the Rosary Monday through
Saturday at 11:40 in the church, before the Noon
Mass. If able, come take a break and pray for
peace and humility in our nation.
HEALING MASS: Wednesday, October 7, 7:00
pm in church. Recitation of the rosary precedes
this event at 6:30 pm.
SAINT ANNE SCHOLARS RECEPTION: Thursday,
October 8, 6:00 pm. Please make your
reservations to support our ladies with the high
school.
BECOMING CATHOLIC: Our sessions have
begun, but new folks are welcome, to learn
about the Catholic faith and become a
Catholic Christian or complete the sacraments
of initiation – Confirmation and First
Communion. Join us 3:00 pm on Saturdays in
the pastor’s office. I’ll be leading the session at
this time but do hope others will want to join
the team with the priests.
MUSICIANS OF SAINT JOHN: Join our violinist in
residence, Brunko Lunkes, and the ensemble of
ancient instruments for a free-will offering
concert in the church NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11.
Pre-concert preview talk starts at 6:30 pm.
CONCERT BEGINS AT 7:00 pm in church.
COLUMBUS DAY: We observe this US federal
holiday by having one Mass at Noon. The
offices and the church are closed, except for
11:30 am Confessions and Mass.
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SUNDAY REFLECTIONS PASTOR EMERITUS 

FR.  JOHN KAMAS,  SSS

Jesus was an effective, simple teacher. His
parables spoke to everyone, rich and poor
alike, because his stories were based on
everyday life. Today’s teaching uses the
example of a wealthy landowner who made
a big investment. He purchased a plot of
land, planted a vineyard and set up a winery.
He then leased it to a group of tenants and
then left the country. Foreign investments
like these were common in Jesus’ day.

The drama in the parable begins to unfold
when vintage time came. That was when the
rent was due. These tenants refused to pay.
So, of course, the landowner sent envoys to
collect the rent. The situation became
heated when the tenants became violent.
They even killed the owner’s son when he
attempted to collect the rent. The conclusion
to the parable was obvious. The landowner
met violence with violence, reclaimed the
vineyard, and rented it to more trustworthy
tenants.

There was a crowd listening to this teaching,
among them a group of religious leaders.
The opening phrase of the parable
immediately struck a bell. “There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard.” The
vineyard was a symbol of Israel. In fact, in the
temple treasury there was a decorative wall
depicting a vine filled with golden grapes.
The prophets used the example of a
neglected vineyard as a symbol of Israel’s
rejection of the covenant it had made with
God.

In the parable, the envoys are the
prophets who took Israel to task for not
giving God a return on his investment.
Very personally, the son sent to the
tenants is Jesus himself, God’s last
attempt to restore the covenant made
long ago. Sadly, God will “lease his
vineyard to other tenants who will give
him his produce at the proper times.”

The parable is aimed at the religious
leaders of the day. They were, as Jesus
will say, “blind guides” leading the
people to destruction. But as all of
Jesus’ parables, there’s a universal
teaching beneath the obvious. Here’s
one to think about today.

     We’re all developing a relationship
with God that’s meant to be fruitful. God
gives us the wherewithal to be
productive, to grow, to develop. That
relationship should make us inwardly
happy because love is at the center of
it. But a relationship with God is a
curious thing; it can’t remain exclusive.
Our love has to bear fruit in our
relationship with others. It always
comes down to love, doesn’t it. Love’s
the payback. It’s the rent we’ve
promised to pay to God. 
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27th Sunday in ordinary time

October 3-4, 2026
Ritual Song 1272

Entrance: 
733        Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Choir:    Let Heavenly Music Fill This Place 
               Gordon Young

Let heavenly music fill this place 
and all the harmonies of heaven be heard;
Let one grand song of praise resound, 
one alleluia!
Let mighty organs peal 
and roll and choirs invisible he heard;
Let anthems grand now thrill my soul, 
one alleluia!
O may we join the heavenly choir 
that through the ages will sing on;
In praise to Father, Spirit, Son, 
one alleluia!

Presentation: 
750       For the Fruits of All Creation

Choir:   Adoro Te - 
             Johann Michael Haydn

Adoro te, O Panis caelice, 
O Domine, O Deus maxime.
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,
 sine fine sanctus.
Semper tibi gloria, sacra sit sub hostia.
Nos famulos, O Deus respice, 
et gratia nos semper refice.

We sing your praise, 
O manna from on high,
O bread of life, Redeemer of the world.
Holy, holy, holy, beyond measure,
Holy love's redeeming work is done in this
wondrous sacrament.

Communion: 
897      I Will Be the Vine

Recessional: 
866    Go Make of All Disciples

Music printed by permission from One License A744492. 

All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

S A I N T  J E A N
B A P T I S T E  
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SJB GIRL SCOUTS REACH FOR THE STARS

SUNDAY, October 4
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
  9:00  The Feeley Family
  11:00  Marghuerita Squassi
  4:00  Special Intentions
 
MONDAY, October 5
  7:30  Vocations to the SSS 
 12:00  Fr. Roger Bourgeios SSS
 
TUESDAY, October 6
  7:30   Benefactors
 12:00  For the parishioners & those enrolled 
            in the Shrine of St. Anne 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 7
  7:30  Vocations to the CNDS
 12:00  Frankie Renzi
   
THURSDAY, October 8
  7:30  Vocations to the SSS
 12:00  Francesco Rosato
 
FRIDAY, October 9
  7:30  Benefactors 
 12:00  Mrs. Marguerite “Marge” Duffy
 
SATURDAY, October 10
 12:00  Susanne Gird
  5:00  Ellen Hagan

MASS INTENTIONS 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
The weekend collection for last Sunday
amounted to a total of $8,702.87

                Cash  $1,197.00
            Checks  $3,495.00
         WeShare  $1,888.87 
             PayPal   $   100.00   
    Tap Giving    $2,022.00   
          

Thank you

MASS SCHEDULE 
October 10-11, 2026

Saturday 
     5:00 PM     Fr. John Thomas Lane
Sunday 
     9:00 AM     Fr. John Thomas Lane
     11:00 AM     Fr. Fred Bugembe
     4:00 PM     Fr. John Kamas
 

    Curiosity, confidence, and leadership were all
on display recently as members of the SJB Girl
Scouts learned to operate the school’s
telescopes. The hands-on training gave the
students an opportunity to explore astronomy in a
new way, but the learning won’t stop with them.
Now that they have been trained to set up, focus,
and use the telescopes, the Girl Scouts can share
those skills with other Jeanites and help introduce
more students to astronomy.
 The girls embraced the opportunity with
enthusiasm. Sophomore Isabella Poventud was
the first to ask about telescope training, even
before the school year began! Senior Allison Vaca
Andrade was so eager to master the equipment
that she took a telescope home to practice.
Seniors Amanda Rodriguez and Liliana German,
along with sophomores Isabella Basden and
Brinnette Molban, also participated in the training.
Amanda is currently working toward her Girl Scout
Gold Award with an environmental focus, another
example of the many ways our students are
connecting their interests with learning and
service.
  For Allison, the project offered her first
opportunity to use a telescope and explore a
longtime interest in astronomy.  

    What makes this project especially exciting is
that the experience will extend beyond the
students who participated in the initial training.
These Jeanites are now prepared to share what
they have learned with their classmates,
creating new opportunities for exploration,
leadership, and discovery at SJB.
    There is so much happening at Saint Jean
Baptiste High School, and we are grateful for
the continued support and encouragement of
our parish community. If you are interested in
supporting SJB or becoming more involved with
our students, please get in touch with Donna
Stefanizzi, Director of Advancement, at
dstefanizzi@stjean.org or 212-288-1645 ext. 121.

   “I decided to join this project because I love
astronomy, and I was excited to have the opportunity
to use a telescope for the first time. I thought I would
mainly learn how to look at objects in the sky, but I first
had to learn how to properly set it up and focus it. I
was surprised by how much easier it became once I
understood how to use the telescope correctly and
by how clear everything looked through it. I would
definitely recommend this project to other Jeanites. It
was fun learning something new, and I can’t wait to
actually see the Moon through the telescope!”



TODDLER PLAYGROUP 
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The York is also pleased to announce a partnership
with TheaterWorksUSA that brings their work to The
York’s current home, The Theater at St. Jean’s
(entrance on 150 East 76th Street, just east of Lexington
Avenue). For more information, please visit
www.yorktheatre.org.

TRULY, HOWARD HUGHES
World Premiere Musical

 September 9 - October 4

 Directed and Choreographed by Jennifer Paulson-Lee
 

Winner of the Stanley Drama Award 
 

    Truly, Howard Hughes is an unconventional love story
following one of the 20th century's most fascinating
figures: aviator, filmmaker, businessman, and recluse,
Howard Robard Hughes, Jr. The story unfolds as
Hughes revisits his extraordinary life during his final
moments, confronting the one thing his power and
fortune could never secure, and leaves us with a
haunting question: ...Would you, if you could? 

 

    The Toddler Playgroup
continues to provide a
wonderful source of
enrichment and fun for
the children.We are
proud to offer a loving
atmosphere where the
little ones can come
and have their first
school experience,
making new friends and
learning how nice it can
be to go to school.

    For more information, contact the Director, Pauline
Reenock, email her at plinktr@gmail.com for more
information. Visit us anytime! 

D O N A T E  T O  
O U R  P R O G R A M

STOCK THE PANTRY

    This year, we need to help by donating healthy,
hearty pantry staples to provide the basis of many
meals for those in need. Please give our most
needed items:
 

 Peanut butter/Sunflower butter
 Canned tuna/salmon/sardines

 Canned stews/chili
 Pasta sauce/ pasta

 Hearty soups
 Canned vegetables

 Canned fruit
 Brown rice/white rice

 Oatmeal/cereal
 Snacks/crackers
 Oils (For Cooking)

Only donate items that have not reached their "sell-
by" date. Choose plastic or metal containers to
prevent breakage and reduce weight.
 



SAINT ANNE’S BLESSED OIL 

PRAYER GROUP 

SAINT JEAN BAPTISTE STORE 

7 

 You can submit the names of friends or relatives who need
prayers for what-ever reason. Please send them to
sjbrcc@yahoo.com and they will be passed on to the group.
Praying for each other is a powerful ministry. 

 To schedule a baptism, a marriage or a funeral
please contact the parish office to speak with a
priest. 

 

The prayer group meets in the Wave Café in St. Jean
Baptiste High School (enter through gate on 76th Street,
take the ramp to the courtyard and proceed through the
entrance on the left) every 2nd and 4th Sunday from
1:00PM-3:00pm. Please join us. 

St. Anne’s Oil has been blessed by a priest and touched by
the relic of St. Anne. It is a sacramental used while praying
for healing. To anoint yourself or another person, make the
sign of the cross on the forehead with the blessed oil, state
the purpose for the anointing, and then say the prayer to
St. Anne. The oil comes in 2 oz. bottles along with a prayer
card. It can be purchased at the church store in the
vestibule, or at the rectory, 184 East 76  Street. The
suggested donation for the oil is $8.00 per bottle 
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Stop by the shop, located in the Church vestibule. Regular
store hours are Sundays 10AM to 1PM, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 11AM until 2PM. Candles and Healing Oil
on sale daily from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Parish office. 

BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES & FUNERALS

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

INTERESTED IN CATHOLICISM

Or BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

Call the office at (212) 288-5082 Ext. 10 and leave your contact
information.  A priest will call you to answer any questions and
describe the process of conversion. Baptism and confirmation
of adults regularly takes place at the annual Easter Vigil
Liturgy.

JOIN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Please register at the parish house, 184 East 76th Street
on weekdays only during office hours: 11:00 AM until 4:00
PM or visit our website at www.sjbny.org to register
online. 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
_______

 
WEEKDAY SCHEDULE

Church opens at 7:00 AM
MASS at 7:30 AM

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
from 8:00 AM until 11:30 AM
Confessions from 11:30 AM 

until 11:50 AM
MASS at 12:00 PM

Church closes at 1:30 PM
______

 
SATURDAY SCHEDULE

Church Opens at 11:00 AM
Confessions from 11:30 AM 

until 11:50 AM
MASS at 12:00 PM

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 4:45 PM

Confessions from 4:30 PM 
until 4:50 PM

Anticipated Sunday MASS 
at 5:00 PM

Church closes at 6:00 PM
_______

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Church Opens at 8:30 AM
MASS at 9:00 AM

HIGH MASS at 11:00 AM
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

follows the Mass
 

EVENING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 
at 3:15 PM

MASS at 4:00 PM
Church Closes at 5:00 PM

 



 

 

 
 

 

PARISH STAFF

John Thomas Lane, SSS Pastor, extension 37
John A. Kamas, SSS Pastor Emeritus
Fred Bugembe, SSS Parochial Vicar
James Hayes, SSS In Residence      
Lennix Lewis, Chief Operating Officer
Francisco Francisco, Facilities Manager
Pauline Reenock, Director of the Toddler Program
Steven Frank, Organist & Director of Music
Eddie Zheng, Associate Organist
Angelica Contreras, Office Manager
Michael Lorch, Trustee
Jay Mitchell, Trustee
 
PARISH OFFICE
212-288-5082 Ext. 10
184 East 76th Street, NY, NY 10021
 
          Office Hours: 
Every day 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Lunch Break: 1:00 PM
 
Website: www.sjbny.org
212-288-5082, ext. 10
Email:  info@sjbny.org
            social@sjbny.org
 

TODDLER PLAYGROUP
plinktr@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME

ST. JEAN BAPTISTE HIGH SCHOOL
Alla Anne Boyle, CND, Tutor
Barbara Costello, CND, Tutor
Eileen Good, CND, Bursar
 
IN RESIDENCE
Jeanne Bonneau, CND, Sabbatical
Maria Cassano, CND, Congregation
Leadership 
Anne Conlon, CND
Joan Curtin, CND, Vicar for Religious
Eileen Dorney, CND
Ann Marie Levangie, CND
Nancy McDermott, CND
Melba Vasquez Rodriguez, CND
 
SUPPORT STAFF
Jorge Ceballos
Pablo Checo
Ana Maria Feliz Lara
Wilfredo Ortiz
Isaac Quansah
 
SAINT JEAN BAPTISTE HIGH SCHOOL
Molly Smith, Head Of School
Flora Lugo, Associate Head Of School
 
www.stjean.org

http://www.stjean.org/

